
Hey all you kids and kids at heart! Welcome back to the “Different isn’t Bad” podcast. A podcast
your family can trust.
Around here kids are important and different isn’t bad, it’s just different!

Come with me! Let’s use our imagination as we go on a special journey through some of my
original stories. Here are a few things you can do while you listen.
Close your eyes and imagine what’s happening.
What do you see?
What do you hear?
What do you smell?

At the end of each story I’ll be asking you to pause the podcast and connect. This means you’ll
need to  think about what you just heard. Then take a few moments to talk with someone you
love and trust. Maybe that’s your mom or dad or auntie or just a good friend.  Whoever it is,
make sure you all share your thoughts.

There will also be a verse from my favorite book “The Bible” that I encourage you to say out
loud and remember.
These are special verses that helped me do what’s right especially when I don't feel like it!

Today’s story is about two friends named Giggly Goat and Funny Ferret. You can hear more
about them in Season One , Episode 4, Lucy I’m Home and Episode 9 ,The Jester Club.  If you
haven’t heard those stories go back and listen.
Have you ever gotten upset at a friend? Maybe one of your friends has gotten mad at you?

Well, in this episode we learn that good friends tell the truth but they also forgive.
So now, onto what we’ve been waiting for our story called “Just Kidding”

******************************************************************************

Just Kidding
By Robin Marie Johnson

Giggly goat and Funny Ferret had been friends since they were little. Giggly goat liked hanging
out with Funny Ferret because he made him laugh.

And laughing made everything better.

But lately Giggly goat had been teasing Funny Ferret!



“Your tail is falling off,” Giggly goat said with a look that made Funny Ferret sure he was telling
the truth.

“Just Kidding!” he would say as he burst into laughter.

“That’s not nice,” Funny Ferret frowned and tried to walk away.

“You’re fur is going to turn red because you are mad,” Giggly goat yelled after him.

“Just Kidding!” he giggled.

Funny Ferret looked back at his friend.

“I told you, that’s not nice!”

“If you can’t be nice then I can't be your friend anymore.” he cried.

Giggly goat froze.

“I was just kidding.” he said as he inched his way closer to Funny Ferret.

“It was just a joke.”

Funny Ferret stopped, turned around and looked his friend right in the eye.

“It’s not funny if it’s hurtful. Please stop.”

Giggly Goat had never heard Funny Ferret talk like that before. He always laughed at his jokes.
But this time Funny Ferret had tears in his eyes.

“I think I went too far.” Giggly Goat thought to himself. “I don’t want to hurt my friend.”
Giggly Goat was sorry.

“Would you forgive me? I’m sorry I hurt you. I promise I will do my best never to tease you
again.”

Funny Ferret leaned into Giggly Goat, pressing his head against his soft furry face.

“You have spinach hanging from your chin,” he said with a smile.

Giggly Goat stuck his long tongue out ready to lick his breakfast off his face.

“Just kidding!” Funny Ferret cackled.



“You got me!” Giggly Goat grinned.

Funny Ferret knew that forgiving his friend was the right thing to do.

“Friends always try to work things out,” he said. “that’s what our friend Stubby the cat told me.”

Funny Ferret learned a lot from Stubby the cat. With only three legs and one blind eye Stubby
was different but he knew how special he was and how important it was to be brave and kind to
everyone even those that made fun of him.

“Thanks for being brave enough to tell me the truth and kind enough to give me another
chance.”

“We might not always agree or even get along but we can still be friends.” Giggly Goat replied.

Funny Ferret nodded.

Then they made their way together, across the barnyard to the haystacks where they could play
just like they had done everyday since they were little.

***********************************************************************************************************
Are you ready kids and kids at heart ? It’s time to connect?
Remember to pause the podcast after each question and let everyone have a turn answering.

1. What did Giggly Goat say that made Funny Ferret cry?
2. Why didn’t Funny Ferret laugh at Giggly Goat’s jokes?
3. Even though Funny Ferret’s feelings were hurt, what did he do that made Giggly Goat

stop teasing him?
4. Share about a time when you had to forgive a friend or someone had to forgive you?

*************************************************************************************************************

In the Bible there is a passage (that’s a verse or story) that talks about forgiveness.

It says this:

Above all keep loving one another deeply, since love covers over a multitude of sins.
1 Peter 4:8

What does it mean to deeply love someone?
It means you share every part of your life together. The good and the bad.

What does it mean when it says love covers a multitude of sins?



Well, let’s think about our story.

Funny Ferret could have chosen to not be Giggly Goats friend anymore and to tell everyone
else about what he had done.
Making them all mad at him also!
But instead, Funny Ferret chose to forgive and stay friends.

That’s what it means when the verse says love covers.

Now there are times when love also uncovers.

Let’s look at the story again.

Funny Ferret could have chosen not to say anything to Giggly Goat and pretended that his
words didn’t hurt. But Funny Ferret told the truth in love. He even used laughter to make it alittle
easier on his friend.

That was not only brave but very kind.

I don’t always do this very well, In fact there are times when I choose to be unkind back to a
friend who hurts me.
That’s when I have to ask Jesus to forgive ME!
I need to remember that to have a good friend I need to be a good friend and that means not
only admitting when I do something that’s unkind but going to my friend and asking their
forgiveness.

It’s the right thing to do.

When I think of all the things Jesus forgives me for, how can I not forgive others?

So now let’s say our verse for together.

I’ll say it first then you repeat it with me. Ok?

Above all, keep loving one another…
I Peter 4; 8a

Now you say it with me…

Above all, keep loving one another…
I Peter 4; 8a

*************************************************************************************************************



Oftentimes I need to remember that Jesus helps me to love people especially when they are
unkind. All I have to do is pray to him and ask him for His help. It’s that simple.

Then I need to believe that even if the other person doesn’t change and is still unkind to me, I
have done the right thing and Jesus is smiling at me. Saying “Good job my daughter”

This would be a good time for me to ask you, Do you know Jesus?

If you don’t know Him, let me introduce you. You’re never too young or too old to meet him and
ask him to be your best friend. He wants to hang out with you just like he hangs out with me.
If you’d like to ask Jesus to be your best friend, here’s what you can say;

“Dear Jesus, I know I don’t always do what I’m supposed to. I know I disobey and am often
unkind, but I don’t want to be that way. Please forgive me and be my best friend.”

Thanks

****************************************************************************
If you ask Jesus to be your forever friend it says in the Bible that angels are having a party!
Think of that! A party just for you!!

Miss Robin would love to know if you gave your life to Jesus and made him your best friend.
She’d like to give you a book that helps you get to know him better.
Bring your parents and visit me at www.robinmarie.org then tell me all about what happened
today and ask for the book about Jesus.

When you visit my website you can also find all my podcasts with show notes plus coloring
pages just for you and pictures of Stubby the cat and some of your favorite characters from my
original stories.
Have your parents come with you and subscribe to this podcast so you don’t miss out on
anything!

So remember, God loves you so:

Be Brave, Be Kind and don’t be afraid to Be Different!

See you next time.

http://www.robinmarie.org



