
I am Robin Marie and this is a podcast for those who do things differently.

Friendships can be hard. Oftentimes we think it's all or nothing when it comes to relationships.
But I’ve found that looking at it differently helps me to be ok with who God made me to be.

In today’s episode I talk about four kinds of friendships.

Listen in

****

I don’t know about you but my relationships with people aren’t quite like I thought they’d be.

In my own little fairytale world ALL friendships would last a lifetime and when things
HAPPENED as they always do in relationships, we would talk, ask forgiveness and then hug it
out!
But that’s not how it’s been. I’m sure you can relate.
I’ve found that I have four different kinds of friends.

● Seasonal Friends
● Default Friends
● Friends with expiration dates
● Forever Friends

****

Let’s start with SEASONAL friends.
The ones who you don’t see for months, sometimes years but when you do connect it’s like time
has stood still. You might talk on the phone or via text, sometimes it’s deep conversation,  other
times it’s just fun idle chit chat.

SEASONAL friends.

Second in line are the DEFAULT friends.
That’s what I call family! What’s the saying “Friends are the family we choose.” Well I like to
say “Family are the friends that never go away!” These are the friendships I chose to invest in the
most.
DEFAULT friends!

Third on the charts are the FRIENDS WITH EXPIRATION DATES.



Disclaimer: This might offend you but I’ve found it to be true.

We all have those friends that we’ve tried to stay connected with. You know the ones we chase
but never seem to want to be caught? Maybe we’ve offended them, whether we knew or not. It’s
draining and seems to be a one way relationship? You can probably think of one or two right
away.

Well, I truly believe that you can let them go and not feel guilty!

I know that’s not the popular Christian girl answer, after all, we’ve been told that love is the
greatest commandment. That everyone should be our friends, at least that’s how I interpreted the
scripture for a long time.

But loving people with God’s love is DIFFERENT.

****

Here me when I say I totally believe that God wants restoration but I also believe that he wants
us to have peace and that means letting go of what we can’t control.

Lastly their are our FOREVER FRIENDS

I am finding more and more that I have very few close FOREVER friends. For me they are my
sisters and my husband. I used to think if everyone wasn’t my friend something was wrong but
when I look at the life of Jesus that’s not what I see.  I see a perfect god-man who himself had
only 12 that walked closely with him and even some of them abandoned him at times.

I’m so glad that Jesus has invited me to be his friend. He’s not MY homie or MY BFF, I have
been called by HIM to be HIS friend and I want to take that seriously. I can count on him to
always keep his promises unlike my earthly friends.

I call him my FOREVER forever friend.

John 15:15 says “I no longer call you servants but friends.”

But Jesus calls us higher than just earthly friendship he says in John 15:14



“You are my friends if you do what I command you.”

Some may say that’s conditional friendship. Well on earth might be!

But Jesus is not an earthly friend. He is perfect and holy and asks his friends to obey him. Not
because he’s some egomaniac! Because he knows that what he asks of his friends will bless them
and protect them. He’s a good friend.

****

I don’t know about you but I want blessings from God.

He knows I’m not perfect and I make mistakes but unlike earthly friends who often turn their
backs on us when we’ve offended them, our friend Jesus says he will forget our offenses.

In Hebrews 8:12 -13 God makes a NEW covenant with his people (friends)

I’m reading it from the Amplified translation because I love the additional explanations:

“For I will be merciful and gracious toward their wickedness, and I will remember their sins no
more.”
When God speaks of a new covenant, He makes the first one obsolete. And whatever is
becoming obsolete (out of use, annulled) and growing old is ready to disappear.

Wow! That encourages me, especially in view of my often discouraging earthly friendships.

God does things differently and He calls us to be different too.

I will continue to walk with my friend Jesus who will show me how to be a good friend knowing
that some of my earthly friends will be seasonal ones, some will be default one, and some will
have an expiration date and others, like Jesus will be my forever friends.

*****

Thanks for listening to Chasing DIFFERENT. If you’d like to know more about who I am please
visit me at www.robinmarie.org.where you’ll find all the transcripts to this podcast and my kids'
podcast “Different isn’t Bad.”

It would really help me out if you would subscribe and share this podcast with others.

http://www.robinmarie.org


Let’s get the word out that being part of God’s family doesn’t mean we have to look and act the
same, after all in the words of Oliver James;

“Why are you trying so hard to fit in when you were born to stand out?

See you next time


