
I’m Robin Marie
If you haven’t heard my story I’d like to invite you to go back to episodes 8 - 11
Welcome to Chasing Different.

The desert is not a place I ever wanted to visit much less live, but God has taught me so much in
this place.
Hears a quote from“The Book Of Mysteries” by Jonathan Cahn
“When people go through hard times they speak of going through the desert or wilderness. And
yet the desert or wilderness is where God can speak”

In “The Book Of Mysteries” Jonathan writes of a young man who meets the teacher (his name
for Jesus). The teacher asks him what comes to his mind when he looks at the desert wilderness.

The young man responds with “Dry….hot….hard and barren.
In today’s episode I share about my own wilderness time.

Listen in.

****

I was raised by the ocean. Lots of plants and water around. So when I got married and my new
husband asked me this question I thought he was crazy..
My husband is a “desert rat''. That’s what we call people who love the desert. He was born here
in this desert, a native as they call them.

“Do you want to take a desert hike, he asked one hot summer day.

I could think of many other things I would have rather done .

“Aren’t there snakes in the desert,” I whined as I watched a smile creep up from the corners of
his mouth .

“Not as many as people say, you just have to watch your feet,” he laughed.
I really didn’t know what was so funny about the whole situation and watching my feet was not
something I did well. It seemed like I tripped my way through most of my childhood.

“But it’s hot,” I continued.

“We’ll take water with us,” he smiled.



“You mean we have to hike and carry water?” This was worse than I thought.

But I survived that first hike in the desert with my hubby and his two boys (those were his huge
dogs) and I’ve learned to appreciate and might I say even love the desert.

When you really pay attention you can see so much beauty. Like towering saguaro cactus and
majestic red rock mountain ridges full of purple and yellow flowers.

When you close your eyes you can smell the creosote bush and hear the cactus wren sing.
If you touch the sand on a hot summer day you might get burned but if you dig down deep
enough, it feels cool and somehow comforting.

And have you ever tasted food cooked over a slow fire with sparkling stars around and no trees
to obstruct your view. It’s glorious.

****

In Hebrew the wilderness is called the Midbar. The place of God’s speaking, the place of His
voice.
To be truthful I didn’t hear God’s voice much when I was a young bride.

Why was that? I was taking my children to church, doing my best to read my Bible and pray but
often He seemed so far away.
Here’s another quote from “The Book of Mysteries”

“God speaks but we don’t hear. We have too many distractions. But in the wilderness the
distractions are gone. So God brings us to the wilderness so that we might hear His voice.”

Have you been going through a dry spot lately, not hearing God’s voice? Have the pressures of
life brought with it an intense heat that feels all consuming and you don’t know how you can
stand it any longer?

I’ve been there, my friend.

Here is a short excerpt from my journal during one of my stays in the desert wilderness.

****

I have never been one who likes being pressed. In fact most of my life I have run from it that is
until I couldn’t run anymore.



The uncovering of my own selfless as I walked through my pregnancy, marriage and motherhood
at the age of 17, years of caregiving for my mentally ill mother-in-law, the life and death of my
mother and father, walking through divorce and recovery with my son, leaning into the pain as I
watched my daughters struggle with miscarriages, the birth and death of five precious
grandbabies, the stabbing pain of rejection and betrayal by those I thought I could trust, That’s
the kind of pressing I’m talking about, painful, gut wrenching pressing the kind that can force
you to run or beckon you to stay and allow it to pour its new wine into you.

Oh Father, take this child and mold her, make her new, fully alive and filled with love for You
and for others.  Give her a willing heart that calls her into the wine press instead of away from it
and hold her together as she stands firm and unwavering in the pressing of your refinement.

****

I still go through those desert times but what I’ve learned in the desert times has brought with it
beauty and healing in the aftermath. As I’ve slowed down and gotten rid of the distractions and
focused on the holiness of it all.

Psalms 46:10 says
“Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the
earth.”
As a young mom I often didn’t understand this scripture. I thought I had to sit still or find a quiet
space, and we all know that’s impossible when you have kids pulling at you.

But what I found to be true is that God’s stillness resides inside my mind as I take a breath and
speak his name “Jesus”.
As I touch my wedding ring and say “Thank you” for my husband and kids.
As I listen to the Bible on tape (I know that dates me) in between folding towels and cleaning up
messes.
And yes even as I do nothing at all. Rolling into bed exhausted and saying one short sentence
“Thank you God I made it through the day.”
All these things He hears, He sees and if i take the time to notice and listen, He speaks.

*****

Thanks for listening.



I’d love to connect with you. I’d love to hear your story. You can find me on Instagram
@robinmarie59 and on my website at www.robinmarie.org where you will find transcripts of this
podcast and my children’s podcast “Different Isn’t Bad”
If you’d like to know more about Johnathan Cahn’s book I’ve attached a link in the show notes.
https://www.amazon.com/Book-Mysteries-Jonathan-Cahn
Until next time.
Remember to slow down and smell the cactus flowers in the desert, watch a desert sunset and
feel the warmth that the desert can bring.

Bye

http://www.robinmarie.org
https://www.amazon.com/Book-Mysteries-Jonathan-Cahn/dp/1629991341/ref=asc_df_1629991341/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312132076929&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=2358637221641114487&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9030056&hvtargid=pla-565037901591&psc=1

