
I’m Robin Marie. Welcome to the Chasing Different Podcast. If you’ve been looking for a place
to belong, this is it. I’m so glad you found me.

Childhood is a place where many memories are made. Some that bring happiness and others that
do not.
I remember it well. The brown coat I wore as a mantel. It covered my body and gave me a false
sense of safety as I faced the ridicule of my middle school peers. But the truth was, it didn’t
really keep me safe, it only kept me hidden.
Listen in.

*****

Middle school. It’s a place where children forge their way into their new identity. It’s a confusing
time for most with awkward relationships and misguided social connections.

My years in this institution were debilitating to say the least. If you haven't heard my story I’d
like to invite you to go back and listen to episodes 8-12.

We had only been back in the United States for a couple of years and my initial entry into public
schooling had been a disaster. Being raised in the bubble of Christian schools brings with it some
problems of its own. One of those problems was my inability to relate to kids that were raised
with different values then mine.

It was a challenging time and my adolescent ways of facing a challenge were to retreat into my
own world. The brown coat I wore everyday in 6th grade until my teacher ordered me to take it
off, was my covering, my retreat.

As I have grown and matured in my faith, I see some of the reasons behind that covering. I wish
hindsight could come in the middle of hard things. Most of us tend to rely on our situations to
shape our thoughts. As children we think nothing will ever change. Things will always be the
same whether it’s good or bad. Some of us take that with us into adulthood some of us learn that
change will always happen and that’s not bad or good.

“It is what it is”

We can learn from it or we’re destroyed by it. It’s taken a while but I finally choose to learn from
it.

*****

In his book “The Book of Mysteries” which I also quoted in episode 16 - Wilderness Times,
Jonathan Cann refers to another kind of covering. He calls it the mantle of Messiah.



He talks about the cloak or garment that was passed from Moses to Joshua when he ascended
from Mount Nebo at the end of his ministry. And from Elijah to Elisha after Elijah ascended into
heaven.
I encourage you to read these events for yourself in Deuteronomy 31:7-8 and 1 Kings 19:19.

Then he refers to the most important covering or cloak passed down to the disciples and to all
who believe, all Jesus followers if they will accept it. It was the Holy Spirit. He came down and
covered them. He gave them power and sent them out to fulfill their calling.
You can read this account in the book of Act chapter 2 verse 1-4.

As I think back to the days of middle school and quite frankly most of my young life I now see
the connection. That brown coat needed to be replaced by a new covering. The mantle of the
Holy Spirit.

*****

I’m sure you can look back and see where your old coverings needed to be replaced.
Mine were coverings of shame, fear and anxiety. What are yours?

Have you taken them off or are you still hiding beneath them?

For me, it’s a continual taking off of the old and picking up the new. I’m still under construction
as they say. But now I can see. I’m aware of my choices.

I don’t want to put on a heavy brown coat again. I want to live out my full calling. The calling to
be more like Jesus.
To love unapologetically.
To be patient with those who are a little behind me in their knowledge of their calling.
To receive wisdom not only from the Word of God but from those who are ahead of me.

We are all given a part to play in partnership with God. We are all called to carry the mantle of
the Messiah.

Receive it today, receive the authority you have in Christ Jesus. Be glad because this coat is not
heavy. Jesus himself carried it for you and when he ascended into heaven he placed it on your
shoulders. Walk in the strength and warmth of it’s protection.

*****



I’d like to leave you with this verse. Deuteronomy 31:8
The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you or forsake you.
Do not be afraid;do not be discouraged.

I’d love to connect with you. I’d love to hear your story. You can find me on Instagram
@robinmarie59 and on my website at www.robinmarie.org where you will find transcripts of this
podcast and my children’s podcast “Different Isn’t Bad”
If you’d like to know more about Johnathan Cahn’s book I’ll attached a link in the show notes
on my website.
https://www.amazon.com/Book-Mysteries-Jonathan-Cahn Until next time.
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