
Welcome, I’m Miss Robin and this is the Different Isn’t Bad podcast for kids.
It’s just one day before Thanksgiving and I’m super excited. Where will you be for
Thanksgiving? Are you having a feast with family or will you be with friends who are like
family?
They say that friends are the family you get to choose. So if you are far away from your family
and having a friendsgiving instead, that’s a great thing! Enjoy all the yummy food and the people
that surround you. Even that crazy auntie who gives big hugs and slobbery kisses!

But what if you didn’t have anyone to spend Thanksgiving with? What if you are all alone?
Today Buddy that cat finds out how much his family and friends mean to him and finds
something new to be thankful for.

Listen in.

*****

Buddy the cat was alone this year. No brothers or sisters, moms or dads, grandparents. No family
to share Thanksgiving with.
He had only arrived in the big backyard during the summer months and the other cats that lived
there had not been very friendly.
Buddy struggled to fit in. Even the humans at this new house were a bit confusing.

Buddy had lived for years as a house cat with the family who had moved in the middle of the
night leaving him all alone.  Now he was spending all of his days and nights in a strange
backyard with a different kind of cats family.

Watching the humans through the big glass door, Buddy wished he could find a way into their
hearts AND their home.

“Meow” he said while blinking his big green eyes. “You’d like me. I’m a great cuddler.”
But try as he would, Buddy just couldn’t seem to get their attention.

Then one day his kind, brave and different cat friend spoke up.

“Buddy, I know you want to go inside but sometimes you need to look around you and be
thankful for what you already have.”

Stubby the cat was a wise friend. He had been kind to Buddy from the first day he had arrived in
the big backyard.



“You already have a family,” Stubby continued. “They might not all be exactly as you wish them
to be, but they are what you have and sometimes that has to be enough.”

Buddy turned around.
There beneath the patio table was a few boxes with blankets in them just the right size for cats.
The kind lady had set them out just as the nights were getting colder.

He walked farther to where the berry bushes grew. Attached to the water facet was a fresh bowl
of water put there by the kind man so all the cats would have plenty of water.

Buddy noticed the food lovingly placed where all the cats could eat served each day by both of
them.
They did care!

Then he noticed his new cat family. All of them, those he liked and those he wasn’t so sure
about.

“I do have much to be thankful for, don’t I Stubby?” Buddy meowed.

“We all do,” Stubby replied.

Buddy bowed his head and said a short cat prayer.

“Thank you God for what I have. If it's not too much to ask for, could you make me an inside cat
too?”

Then Buddy curled up on the welcome mat watching the kind lady baking Thanksgiving dinner.
The smells of the turkey fresh from the oven and the gravy simmering on the stove seeped
outside. Buddies stomach growled.

For a moment Buddy was sad.He really wanted to be an inside cat again. But then he
remembered all the things he had.

“I’m thankful for what I have, I’m thankful for what I have.” he repeated to himself.
Then, to his surprise, the door opened and the nice lady invited him inside.

“You’ll have to learn the house rules,” she smiled.

Buddy pushed his soft and fury head against her leg.



“I’m a quick learner,” he meowed, hoping somehow she knew how grateful he was.

Then inside  he walked with a strength, a purr and a pouce. He had finally found his inside home.

“Happy Thanksgiving Buddy,” the kind lady said. Then she reached down and stroked his head.

*****

Now it’s time to talk about today’s story. Remember to pause the podcast after each question.

Why was Buddy sad?
What did Stubby tell him?
Have you ever felt alone even when you were with people? Tell your loved one about it.
What are some things you are thankful for?

*****
When we are feeling sad or lonely, especially during the holidays, it’s important to remember
how much God loves us.
Here is a verse to hide in your heart, so you can think back and say at times like this.

I’ll say it first then you say it with me ok?

"Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever." 1 Chronicles 16:34

Ok, it’s your turn to say it with me. Ready?

"Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever." 1 Chronicles 16:34

*****

I’m so glad you joined me today. I consider you all my family. If you’d like to hear the story of
how Buddy the cat came to live in the big backyard go back and listen to episode 61 “A Home
for Buddy’If you’d like to know more about me, Miss Robin, bring your adult and go to my
instagram account @robinmarie59, I have some fun cat videos there or to my website at
www.robinmarie.org where you’ll find all the transcripts to this podcast and to my NEW podcast
for your mommies, aunts or grandma called “Chasing Different”.

Next time we get together we'll be counting down  to Christmas.  But for now have a Happy
Thanksgiving my friends and count all your blessings.

http://www.robinmarie.org

