
Welcome, I’m Miss Robin and this is the Different Isn’t Bad podcast for kids.
Can you believe it? Only 17 more sleeps until Christmas!
Have you put up your Christmas tree yet or does your family put it up on Christmas Eve?

We usually put our tree up right after Thanksgiving but this year we put it up earlier!

Did I tell you how much I love Christmas? I thought so!!!

This is the second story in our Christmas countdown. If you haven’t heard the first one go back
and listen to Episode 76, “A Present For Daddy”.

Today, I’ll tell you a story about a little tree who wanted to be different.
Listen in.

*****
Juniper the pine tree was the littlest tree in the forest. Try as he might, he couldn't grow as big as
his brothers and sisters.

“Look at that scrawny, silly looking tree,” they laughed.

“I doubt anyone will want to take him home,much less decorate him with sparkly ornaments and
bright lights!”

Juniper's sparse branches hung low and his sap began to drip.
“I am nothing,” he cried.“If only I could look like the rest of the trees in the forest, then someone
would love me,”

As if someone had heard his cry, the wind began to blow and snow fell softly to the ground
covering all the trees with a light blanket of white.

His brothers and sisters stood brave and strong as more and more snow piled up on their
branches.

But Juniper was afraid.

“Oh, Juniper,” his brothers and sisters called out. “You will never be as great as we are. You are
way too small to make it through this blizzard.”

Peeking out, Juniper watched as snowflakes filled the space between his branches. His limbs
grew heavy and he thought they might snap off.



All of a sudden a rush of wind blew over the forest as if to get Juniper's attention.

****

“Oh, little tree,” a deep voice drifted over the whistling of the wind.

“If you only knew how strong you were, you wouldn’t be afraid.”

Juniper didn’t know what to say.

“Just shake off the snow,” the voice continued. “Then stand up tall, you matter to me.”

Juniper turned towards the voice.

“Who are you?” he asked.

“Why, I made you, little one. And I made them too.” the deep voice replied pointing to the other
trees.

“Each of you was made different. Some are full, some are thin, some are tall and some are little
like you, but all are loved by me”

Recognizing the voice Juniper lifted his head.

“I am loved by YOU?” he exclaimed.

“Yes,” the voice pronounced.

“Now, do what I have created you to do and leave the rest to me!”

Juniper stared at the other trees. Their snow covered branches made them all look like giant
marshmallows.

He chuckled. Then he shook again, watching as the snow fell to the ground beneath him and
seeing his green pine needles slowly appear.

“I am a tree!” he shouted. “I am little but I am brave and I am loved by the one who made me!”

At that, the wind stopped and the snow that was left on Juniper's limbs began to sparkle as bright
as any Christmas ornament or light could ever shine.



*****

Now it’s time to talk about today’s story. Remember to pause the podcast after each question.

Why was Juniper upset?
What did the voice on the wind say to Juniper?
What did Juniper say to himself at the end?
Have you ever felt like you weren’t as great as someone else? Tell your loved one about it.

*****

Now here’s our verse for today.

I’ll say it first then you say it with me, ok?

Ephesians 2:10a ~ “For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,

Now it’s your turn to say it with me. Here we go.

Ephesians 2:10a ~ “For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,

*****
During this Christmas season let's remember that God made everyone in His image.

Not everyone loves him but he still loves them and wants them to know it!

Our verse says that God created us to do good work. That means being kind to everyone. Not
making fun of them like Juniper's brothers and sister did. When we make fun of people we are
saying that God made a mistake when he made them.

And God doesn’t make mistakes!

God’s kindness is what makes me want to love him and trust him more. How about you?

So today, let’s show others who God is by showing them love and kindness.



*****

Thanks for joining me in our countdown to Christmas. Don’t forget to come back next week for
our 3rd story.

If you’d like to know more about me, Miss Robin, bring your adult and go to my instagram
account @robinmarie59, I have some fun cat videos there along with lots of pictures of my
family. You can also bring your adults to my website at www.robinmarie.org where you’ll find
all the transcripts to this podcast and to my NEW podcast for mommies, aunts or grandma called
“Chasing Different”.

So until next time. Be brave, be kind and be different.
Merry Christmas!

http://www.robinmarie.org

