
A new commandment I give you: Love one another as I have loved you.

Welcome to the Different Isn’t Bad podcast for kids. Happy Valentine's Day!
Some people only think of this holiday as a time to get cards and candy and maybe an “I love
you” from someone special. But did you know that this holiday was started because of an actual
man named Saint Valentine?
Listen in.

*****

Way back in 270 AD that stands for after the death of Jesus, a calolic priest named  Valentine
lived. At that time there was a very bad emperor named Claudius the Cruel.

How would you like that name?

Cruel means to cause pain or suffering to people on purpose and not care about it!

Well this emperor wanted a strong army but he found that men were very attached to their wives
and families so you know what he decided to do? He decided to outlaw marriage!

What does that mean Miss Robin?

It means that no one was allowed to get engaged or married because the cruel emperor wanted
them to join his army.

That’s where Saint Valentines comes in.

*****
Saint Valentine the priest thought the law was wrong, after all, God made marriage. So Valentine
continued to marry people and it got him arrested and eventually killed. He became what’s called
a Martyr. Martyr means a person who is killed for their religious beliefs.

To read more about Saint Valentine's go to my website at www.robinmarie.org you’ll find a link
in the show notes for this episode.
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/st-valentine-beheaded

Truthfully, there were more than one Saint Valentines there were at least three different ones, all
were martyrs but not all of them were connected with Valentine's day.

http://www.robinmarie.org
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/st-valentine-beheaded


Years later a catholic Pope decided to declare February 14th as St. Valentine's Day.

Now Valentines Day has become a day for exchanging love messages, poems and gifts such as
flowers and candy.
If you’d like to hear a special poem Miss Robin wrote for all of you, go back and listen to
episode 30 “Best Valentine of All”

*****

Now it’s time to talk about what we just learned. Remember to pause the podcast after each
question.

What was the name of the emperor who outlawed engagements and marriage?
What did Saint Valentine do that got him arrested?
Why do you think a priest would continue to marry people even when it was against the law?
What does the Bible say about loving people? Clue, it was the verse you heard at the beginning
of this podcast.

*****

Now it’s time for our verse. Can you guess what it is?
That’s right, it’s the one I said at the beginning of this podcast! You are so smart!

I’m going to say it again so you remember. Then say it with me ok?

John 13:34
A new commandment I give to you: Love one another. As I have loved you.

Now, say it with me, ready?

John 13:34
A new commandment I give to you: Love one another. As I have loved you.

*****

God gave us the best valentines gift ever His son Jesus.
Jesus (who was God with skin on, remember) died for our sins so we don’t have to live feeling
bad all the time. We can love others because God loved us first.



So today, as you celebrate Valentine's Day, remember that God loves you and has given you the
most important job ever. In fact he calls it a command.

What does command mean? It’s an order that you should obey.

To love people like God does.
We don’t have to give cards or candy or poems to show God's love, sometimes it’s just about
doing something kind or saying something that makes someone smile.

Go out and show God's love.

Be brave, be kind and be different.

See you next time for more of the “Different Isn’t Bad” podcast for kids.
Bye!


